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Rob. p. 366. Large plant, four or five feet high, branches purplish, 
every one of which bears a fine thick spike, about three inches 
long, of rose colored flowers. This species, and all the following, 
grow in swamps, moist grounds, and along the rivers; they. are 
called vulgarly Curages, in Louisiana; all their flowers smell 
like honey, and afford it in plenty to the bees. Blossoms from 
August to December." 

Transferred to the genus Persicaria we have the following 
synonymy : 

Persicaria bicornis (Raf.) Nov, comb. 
Polygonum bicorne Raf., (18 17) 1. c. 
Polygonum longistylum Small, (1894) 1. c. 



OUR BIRDS IN THE SPRING OF 1913. 



BY BROTHER ALPHONSUS, C. S. C. 



Several species were observed but a few times in March. 
The long interval between the first and second dates on which 
the Golden-crowned Kinglet was seen is exceptional. The Herring 
Gull is an occasional visitant to our inland lakes and rivers. The 
Northern Shrike is a very rare species — seen only late in autumn, 
in winter, and in early spring. Species which are only occasionally 
seen during their migration are: Kingfisher, Cowbird, Mourning 
Dove, Phoebe, Red-winged Blackbird and Killdeer. 

The Tree Sparrow was most regular in its appearance in March 
and early April, no interval during this period being a week in 
length. The species may be found during this time in gardens 
and orchards. In most other parts of its stay with us, this sparrow 
is only rarely found. 

Like the Tree Sparrow, the Brown Creeper was oftenest seen 
late in March and early in April. There were no long intervals 
between any of its dates in those two months; but in March, 19 12, 
the species was not once recorded; and in April there was one 
interval of 7 days, the total number of records for the month 
being 8. 

A comparison of the records for 19 12 with those for 19 13 
shows condiserable difference in the dates on which the Fox Sparrow 
was observed. In the former year there were five consecutive 
records from April 2 to 6 ; in the latter year there were four obser- 
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vations in April, with a long interval of 8 days between the second 
and third record. The writer searched for the species twice a day 
on the days it was not seen, but failed to find the birds anywhere. 

In the dates of observation of the Hermit Thrush, one or two 
long intervals occur each year in April. In 191 2, there were periods 
of 12 and 14 days during which the species was not recorded. In 
1913, 9 days was the long interval when this thrush was not ob- 
served. It would be difficult to assign a cause for these long in- 
tervals, for the weather was not cold during the absence of the 
species in April, 19 12. 

Another species whose records for 191 2 and 191 3, in April, 
show much difference is the Barn Swallow. In 1913, there were 
but two records — April 11 and 30; in 19 12, six records and no 
long period between is shown. Towards autumn I have found 
this species irregularly, and conclude that during times of mi- 
gration this swallow may not be found frequently. 

The presence of the Yellow Palmer Warbler in April, from the 
date of arrival almost daily until the time of departure in May, 
was usual for this species. In April, 191 2, this warbler was not 
once recorded, which was remarkable; for the Yellow Palm most 
often arrives in spring soon after the Myrtle Warbler, the earliest 
of all our warblers. 

Another species which had a record in April, 19 12, similar to 
that of the Yellow Palm Warbler was the House Wren. This bird 
generally arrives the last week in April; but this month was 
very cold for the season in 191 2, which, doubtless, was the cause 
of the late arrival of the House Wren in that year. 

On May 26, a very heavy rainfall occurred, beginning at 1 
a. m. and lasting all day. At 2 p. m. the temperature was 50 . 
I went out for about half an hour and walked in a small park near 
the Main Building, but saw only a Robin and a Bronzed Grackle. 
But for this storm a number of species would have been recorded 
every day in May. 

The Towhee showed a marked difference both in April and 
May in 19 12 and 1913. In the spring of 191 2 only 8 records were 
made for the species — 4 in April and 4 in May; whereas in 19 13, 
there were 14 records in April and 17 in May. The writer has 
found no species that shows more striking differences than the 
Towhee. Whole seasons may pass without the presence of this 
species in certain localities where it ought to be found. 
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.Species that were not seen before by the writer were: Blue 
Gray Gnatcatcher, Prairie Warbler, Blue-headed Vireo, Yellow- 
breasted Chat and Carolina Wren. The Yellow Rail was observed 
for the first time in the fall of 191 2. The Blue Gray Gnatcatcher 
and Blue-headed Vireo were certainly present here each spring 
previous to that of 19 13, but both are migrants that do not spend 
the summer in this locality. The Gnatcatcher is a common summer 
resident at Bankson Lake, Van Buren Co., Mich., where the species 
is found in deep woods. In spring the bird passes rapidly through 
Notre Dame, Ind., and may easily be overlooked by any but an 
experienced observer. The Blue-headed Vireo may also be easily 
overlooked, for the similarity of its song to that of the Yellow- 
throated Vireo will make most observers think the singer is the 
latter species. The Yellow-breasted Chat was observed in a very 
swampy place, where it alighted in a tree in full view but darted 
away in a few moments and was not seen again. The bird uttered 
no note. The Carolina Wren was observed in June as well as in 
May, and must have nested in this locality. The bird was in 
song in oak groves and in locust trees in a cemetery. 

March. 
Birds seen on the dates after their names: 

Blue Jay, 10, 11, 18, 19, 21, 23, 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31. 

24, 27, 31. Robin, 9 to 15, 17 to 31. 

Crow, 9 to 13, 15 to 21, 23 to 31. Killdeer, 12, 19, 20, 25, 29, 30. 

Snowbird, 11, 12, 15, 19, 20, 21, Red-winged Blackbird, 25, 30,31 

23 to 31. Phoebe, 19, 26, 30, 31. 

Downy Woodpecker, 10, 11, 12, Mourning Dove, 23, 31. 

20, 21, 23, 25, 26, 30, 31. Cowbird, 18, 20, 24, 30, 31. 

White-breasted Nuthatch, 10, Kingfisher, 22, 27. 

13, 16, 19, 21, 25, 26, 29. Northern Shrike, 10. 

Tree Sparrow, 9 to 11, 17, 20, Bronzed Grackle, 12 to 20,22 to 

26 to 29, 31. 31. 

Bluebird, 11 to 14, 17 to 20, Field Sparrow, 22, 26, 29, 30, 31. 

24, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31. Herring Gull, 15, 28. 

Brown Creeper, 16, 20, 25, 26,30. Canada Geese, 15. 

Song Sparrow, 11, 12, 13, 15 to Golden-crowned Kinglet, 19,30, 

20, 23 to 26, 28 to 31. 31. 
Meadowlark, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 

Total number of species seen in March, 23. 
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April. 
Birds seen on the dates after their names: 
Blue Jay, i, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, Chicken Hawk, 16. 



12, 14 to 25, 27 to 30. 
Crow, 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 10, 12 to 17, 

20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27 to 30. 
Snowbird, 1 to 16, 28, 29. 
Downy Woodpecker, 1, 2, 3, 5, 

8, 9 to 12, 14 to 17, 20, 21, 

23, 24. 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1, 2, 

6, 9, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20 

to 23, 25, 28, 29. 
Tree Sparrow, 2, 3, 4, 5,. 
Bluebird, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 to 14, 16, 

17, 19 to 24, 26, 27, 29, 30. 
Brown Creeper, 3 to 7, 11, 14, 

19, 20, 21. 
Song Sparrow, 1 to 30. 
Meadowlark, 1 to 30. 
Robin, 1 to 30. 
Killdeer, 1, 2, 8, 16, 18, 20, 22, 

23, 28, 29, 30. 
Red-winged Blackbird, 1, 2, 5, 
7 to 30. 
Phoebe, 1 to 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 

14, 16, 18, 19, 21, 23, 28, 29. 
Mourning Dove, 1. 4, 10, 11, 

12, 14 to 30. 
Cowbird, 1 to 23, 25 to 30. 
Kingfisher, 5, 8, 9, 12, 16, 19, 

22, 27, 29, 30. 
Flicker, 1, 3 to 26, 28, 29, 30. 
Chipping Sparrow, 15, 18 to 26, 

28, 29, 30. 
Purple Grackle, 1 to 30. 
Loggerhead Shrike, 8, 10. 
Field Sparrow, 1, 2, 3, 5 to 24, 

28, 29, 30. 



Sparrow Hawk, 28. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2, 3, 

4, 5> 6, 9. 
Chickadee, 1 . 
Vesper Sparrow, 2, 5, 7, 8, 12 to 

16, 18, 20 to 23, 25, 27 to 30. 
Fox Sparrow, 5, 8, 17, 18. 
Towhee, 6, 7, 10, 11, 16, 19 to 

2zj, 26, 28, 29, 30. 

Hermit Thrush, 19, 20, 22, 23. 
Sapsucker, 3, 4 to 8, 10 to 13, 

15, 19, 20, 23. 
Barn Swallow, 11, 30. 
Myrtle Warbler, 18, 20, 22 to 30. 
Spotted Sandpiper, 24, 26, 28, 

29. 3°- 
Red-headed Woodpecker, 29, 30. 
Warbling Vireo, 26, 29, 30. 
Brown Thrasher, 12, 14, 15, 16, 

18 to 22, 24 to 30. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 16, 18, 

20, 21, 22, 23 to 26. 
Pine Warbler, 18, 23. 
Redstart, 20. 
White-throated Sparrow, 21 to 

26, 29, 30. 
Tennessee Warbler, 22. 
Yellow Palm Warbler, 22 to 26, 

28, 29, 30. 
House Wren, 22, 23, 24, 25, 30. 
Goldfinch, 23, 26, 30. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, 23, 30. 
Swamp Sparrow, 23. 
Short-billed March Wren, 28. 
Baltimore Oriole, 29, 30. 
Yellow Warbler, 30. 



Total number of species seen in April, 50. 
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May. 
Birds seen on the dates after their names: 



Crow, 4, 5, 7 to 10, 12, 13, 14, 

16, 18, 19 ,20, 23, 24, 27, 31. 
Blue Jay, 1 to 6, 8, 9, 10, 12 to 

22, 24, 27, 28, 29, 31. 
Robin, 1 to 31. 
Bluebird, 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 

13. T 4> J 5> J 7. t8, 22, 24, 

29. 30, 31- 
Song Sparrow, 1 to 25, 27, to 31. 
Meadowlark, 1, 2, 3, 5 to 8, 10 

to 22, 24, 25, 27 to 31. 
Bronzed Graekle, 1 to 31. 
Killdeer, 1, 2, 4, 13, 16, 17, 18, 

19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 28, 31. 
Towhee, 1 to 6, 8 to 16, 20, 24. 
Field Sparrow, 1, 3, 5 to 17, 19, 

20, 23, 24, 25, 27 to 31. 
Vesper Sparrow, 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 

12 to 19, 21, 22, 25, 27 to 31. 
Red-winged Blackbird, 1 to 13, 

15 to 25, 27, 28, 30, 31. 
Mourning Dove, 1 to 22, 24, 25, 

27 to 31. 
Hermit Thrush, 3, 5, 6 to 10, 

12 to 24, 27, 28, 29. 
Cowbird, 1 to 15, 17 to 25, 28, 

29, 3i- 
Kingfisher, 1, 10, 11, 15, 20, 29. 
House Wren, 1 to 25, 27 to 31. 
Yellow Palm Warbler, 1, 2, 4 

to 11, 13, 14, 16. 
Chimney Swift, 2 to 25, 27 to 31. 
Yellow Warbler, 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 

11, 13, 14, 15, 17, 20, 21, 22, 

25. 27, 29, 30. 
Warbling Vireo, 1 to 25, 27 to 31. 
Catbird, 1 to 25, 27 to 31. 



Baltimore Oriole,. 1 to 25, 27 

to 31. 
Indigo Bird, 9, 14, 15, 16, 17, 

20, 24, 27, 28, 30. 
Orchard Oriole, 3, 4, 6, 9 to 14, 

16 to 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31. 
Kingbird, 3 to 7, ir to 21, 24, 

25. 27 to 31. 
Black-throated Green. Warbler, 

2, 4, 23. 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 5, 12, 

13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 27. 
Redstart, 16, 19, 23, 28, 
Scarlet Tanager, 13, 21, 25. 
Least Flycatcher, 12, 15, 16, 17, 

20, 23, 24, 29.- 
Alder Flycatcher, 9, 15, 24, 27. 
Crested Flycatcher, 6, 7, 15 to 

24, 27, 28, 31. 
Cedarbird, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 31. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 16, 18, 

19, 3 1 - 

Nighthawk, 16, 17, 20, 25, 27 

to 31. 
Whip-poor-will, 1 . 
Red -headed Woodpecker, 1 to 

22, 24, 25, 27 to 31. 
Spotted vSandpiper, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 

8, 9, 11, 12, 14 to 21, 27, 28, 31 
Myrtle Warbler, 1 to 7', 9, 10, 

11, 14. 
Brown Thrasher, 1 to 21, 23, 24, 

25, 27, 28, 29, 31. 
Chipping Sparrow, 1 to 14, 16 

to 22, 24, 25, 27 to 31. 
Flicker, 1, 2, 3, 5 to 10, 12 to 

20, 23, 24, 27 to 31. 
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Goldfinch, i to 25, 27 to 30. 
Black-poll Warbler, 17 to 25, 

27, 28. 
Red-eyed Vireo, 9, 15, 16, 18 

to 21, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31. 
Magnolia Warbler, 16, 17, 19, 24 
Wood Pewee, 14 to 25, 27 to 31. 
Bay-breasted Warbler, 16, 22. 
Phoebe, 3, 4, 8, 12 to 16, 18. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2. 
White-throated vSparrow, 1, 2, 3, 

5, 6, 8, 11, 20. 
Blackburnian Warbler, 11. 
Nashbille Warbler, 6, 9, 10. 
Yellow Rail, 7, 8, 10. 
Kentucky Warbler, 23, 24. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, 16. 
Black-billed Cuckoo, 21. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, 5, 10, 

12, 15 to 20, 22, 23, 24. 
Cape May Warbler, 16, 17, 28. 
Bobolink, 5, 9. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 5, 6, 

7, 10, 11, 13, 14. 



Canadian Warbler, 23, 24. 

Total number of species seen in May, 85. 
Total number of species seen in spring, 98 



White-crowned Sparrow, 7, io, 

ii, 12, 14, 15. 
Black and White Warbler, 9, 16, 

17, 22, 23. 
Barn Swallow, 2, 4, 5, 10 to 14, 

16, 17, 18, 20 to 24, 27, 30, 31. 
Downy Woodpecker, 2, 9, 14, 

16, 18, 29. 

.Screech Owl, 1, 20, 22, 31. 

Loggerhead Shrike, 18. 

Chicken Hawk, 7. 

Cardinal, 4. 

Swamp Sparrow, 5, 5, 24. 

Water Thrush, 5 to 10, 12 to 

17. 24, 25, 27, 28. 
Blue Gray Gnatcatcher, 6. 
Prairie Warbler, 6. 

Tree Swallow, 10. 
Blue-headed Vireo, 10, 16, 21, 

24, 29. 
Yellow-breasted Chat, 27. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 27. 
Hummingbird, 28. 
Carolina Wren, 28. 
Maryland Yellowthroat, 30. 



Pages 79-134, published July 10, 1913. 
Pages 135-166, published October 3, 1913. 



